Why the town you’re nominating needs a makeover? (in 500 words or less)

Mount Angel, Oregon (population 3,400) lies 13 miles east of Oregon’s state capitol, Salem, in the mid-
Willamette Valley. It is situated in verdant farmland in the foothills of the Cascade Range. The city is
home to the Mount Angel Abbey, founded in 1890, and the world famous Alvar Aalto Library, designed
by the Finnish architect, built in 1970. St. Mary Catholic Church, founded in 1881, lies in mid-town. Its
200 foot bell tower can be seen for miles throughout the surrounding country side. Mount Angelis a
picturesque small town rich in history as an agricultural hub and center of Catholic learning and culture.
It grew rapidly in the early 20™" century and teems with generations of the families that founded it.

Annually, the town welcomes visitors to the renowned Mount Angel Oktoberfest, wholly supported by
community volunteers. Visitors are charmed by the city’s downtown Old World Bavarian architectural
style and enjoy local fare including custom made sausage from the Mt. Angel Sausage Company; or the
Glockenspiel Restaurant, which glows in the warmth of an old European inn, and presents the largest
Glockenspiel outside of Germany. These investments represents a new wave of redevelopment in
Mount Angel’s downtown. Their proprietors are perfect examples of the spirit of American small
business ingenuity that Deluxe Corp. hopes to highlight and celebrate. Many of the businesses in Mount
Angel’s downtown area are tired and worn-out storefronts. They are sorely in need of a makeover to
renew the spirit of the town and make it attractive to new small business ventures.

Last year, Mount Angel was fortunate to receive assistance from students at the University of Oregon
and Gdansk (Poland) Institute of Technology to develop ideas for sustainable downtown revitalization.
The city also received a small ($5,000) county economic assistance grant to help shop owners improve
their storefront facades. All of the money was used and the city has received a second ($18,000) grant
from the county to continue the program. Funding in the amount of $500,000 would have a substantial
impact on Mount Angel’s downtown by providing the means to spruce up storefronts in the spirit of the
Bavarian specialty theme, apply the student ideas and concepts, and create business reinvestment. It
would have a synergistic economic effect and bring new ideas, possibilities and partnerships. Existing
small businesses that would benefit include pubs and restaurants, barbers, coffee houses, bakeries,
banks, insurance agencies, small offices, a community theater, drug store, gift shops, and specialty
manufacturing. Perhaps a market and lodging would locate here once again? Mount Angel is well
poised to be a place where residents and visitors alike who come here seeking retreat and reflection can
be served by a revitalized community of small businesses who are there to serve them.



