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The City of Mt. Angel 
Newsletter 

State of the City from Mayor Andrew Otte 

 
 
 

The “State of the City” is a time tested borrowed 
concept and an idea that sprung up from the citizens 
a few years ago. Outgoing Mayor Rick Schiedler 
delivered this kind of message the past two years at 
the National Night out event. My hope is to build 
upon the concept and try this channel and see if it 
works. 
 
I want to start by thanking Mayor Schiedler for all his 
years of dedicated service to the City and 
community. He brought calming leadership to the 
Council and guided the City through a unique period. 
I know his community involvement will continue even 
if the chapter of his elected life comes to a close. I 
want to welcome re-elected Councilors Darren Beyer 
and Kelly Grassman. I have enjoyed the first four 
years and expect the next two will be no different. 
Also, I would like to welcome newly elected 
Councilor Pete Wall, who is certainly no stranger to 
the operation of a city, but who is making his first 
jump into being seated on the elected side of the 
table. I am also looking forward to continuing to 
work with mid-term Councilors Ray Eder, Teresa 
Kintz and Karl Bischoff. 
 
The City Council has been very responsive and 
reactive, or in a word, nimble. The past year 
businesses have raised concerns with code and land 
use issues. The Council debated many variations and 
solutions to the needs of our business community and 
passed the suggested changes to the Planning 
Commission. The Planning Commission in turn 
recognized the need for change as well. As a result 
of following the appropriate process the City now has 
a much clearer definition for conducting outside 
business activities and for business to be classified as 
a sidewalk café. In addition, the sign code is being 
modified to better serve the needs of our local 
businesses.  
 
The most current plan amendment brought before 
the Council has to do with the conceptual plan for 
Ebner Park. As you are aware, the City was awarded 
a grant of nearly $200,000 to renovate and improve 
parts of Ebner Park. This is a huge win and 
opportunity for the City of Mt. Angel.  

A Community Open House was held on January 28th. 
Twenty members of the community attended the 
event and got to see the new park design concept 
and had the opportunity to meet with Park Tree 
Board Members to discuss the ideas presented, 
provide feedback and ask questions. I did not hear all 
of the feedback, but what I did hear and see on the 
lists was great. The list is going to be reviewed at the 
next Park Tree Board meeting in February. I am 
excited about the project and am ready to see the 
makeover begin. 
 
Staying with the parks theme, some great changes 
and effort have been put into other parks over the 
past two years. Thanks to a fantastic partnership with 
Pepsi Northwest Beverages improvements were made 
to Humpert Park and Fisher Park. Pepsi donates both 
money and people to making these makeovers and 
improvement a reality. Pepsi’s partnership and 
commitment to the community and to improving our 
parks is the kind of partnership cities like ours need. I 
hope this partnership will continue well into the 
future. 
 
The other wonderful park makeover happened at 
Saalfeld Family Park. The removal of the old trees 
and the entire landscaping makeover was only 
possible through the City’s partnership with 
Oktoberfest. The Saalfeld Family Park project was 
selected in a joint meeting with the City Council and 
the Oktoberfest Board. The Oktoberfest Board 
contributed both money and hundreds of man hours 
to make the project a reality. The renewed vitality of 
the partnership between the City and Oktoberfest is 
exciting and one I believe will continue to provide 
improvements to both the City and the festival. 
 
As the calendar rolls into 2013, the headline grabbing 
phrase is the “fiscal cliff”. If we could all individually 
weed out all the objective and subjective filters and 
simply get nothing but the facts, each of us might be 
able to determine the impacts on our personal and 
household budgets. But what is the effect of this 
“financial armageddon” locally? Financially, Mt. 
Angel is still on solid ground and in much better 
shape than some other cities in Oregon.  
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State of the City, continued 

We live in a community where our tax revenue is 
limited so the “spend a little – save a lot” approach 
is a critical component to our annual financial 
planning. 
 
Does this approach mean nothing can get done? 
Absolutely not. Taylor Street has been paved from 
east to west along with new or repaired sidewalks. 
West Marquam has new sidewalks on the north side 
of the street from Main Street to Spruce Street, 
including a new walkway over the railroad tracks. 
Programs have been funded for sidewalk and sewer 
lateral repair and there has been some early talk on 
the Council about creating and funding a tree and 
sidewalk repair project to deal with some of the 
sidewalks in town that are being or have been 
destroyed by large tree roots . 
 
As long as the ideas keep coming, then projects can 
be scoped, priorities can be set, and financial 
planning applied so that improvements can be 
made. I am excited about what has been 
accomplished over the last few years and what is 
planned for this year. 
 
We improved the tool box for Public Works by 
adding a vac truck, which allows the guys to vacuum 
out storm drains instead of digging them out by 
hand, and other pieces of equipment to make the 
job easier and more efficient. 
Safety is always a topic that comes up in surveys, 
feedback, and just general conversation. A number 
of activities or things can be attributed to 
maintaining or improving safety. The School 
Resource Office was funded for the current year, our 
Police Officers are now wearing body cameras which 
add an element of safety and can assist with training 
and record keeping. There were also some 
important and much needed improvements to our 
emergency communications systems used by our 
Police Officers. 
 
The City continually searches for grant money – like 
the Ebner Park Grant – and other creative ways to 
get projects completed. South Cleveland Street 
paving project was accomplished through a joint 
effort by citizens, local businesses, Oktoberfest, and 
the City. Then there are the smaller improvements 
made without the need for project dollars like fixing 
the paver walkway in front of City Hall and 
expanding the School Zone on the west side of St. 
Mary’s Grade School.  
 

The Library has been recognized as one of the best 
in the region and they added Baby Storytime which 
is just another wonderful offering and something 
that we hope continues to build in popularity. 
 
There has also been a huge amount of work going on 
behind the scenes to build a new website. I 
personally want to thank the website team, which 
consisted of staff and community members, for 
their hard work. The new website will be an actual 
tool that is user friendly and easier to navigate. If 
you are a Facebook person, I encourage you to 
check out the City’s Facebook page and become a 
friend. 
 
I believe 2013 is going to be an exciting year for the 
City and one that brings change. Our beloved and 
respected City Administrator, Susan Muir, is moving 
on in her career. Susan was presented with a unique 
and rare opportunity to apply her knowledge and 
experience with a great job at League of Oregon 
Cities as their Member Services Director. Susan has 
been a phenomenal asset to the City for the past 
three years and has been leading the way for 
getting so many things accomplished. Please join 
Council and City Staff in our support of Susan and 
her opportunity.  
 
What happens next? The first critical step in the 
process is to find a qualified Interim City 
Administrator. I am happy to say that the process 
went very smoothly and we have hired Jennie 
Messmer to fill the role. Jennie recently retired 
from the League of Oregon Cities where she served 
as the Member Services Director. Nope, that is not a 
misprint. I like to look at it as a person for person 
trade without any persons to be named later or 
future draft picks involved. Jennie brings a wealth 
of experience and knowledge to the role and will 
also serve as the Chief Recruiter as we continue in 
the process to find and hire the next City 
Administrator. 
 
I encourage everyone to get involved or stay 
involved as we continue to think forward, look 
forward, and move forward throughout 2013. 
 
Mayor Andrew Otte 
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