
 
 

 
 

 

City of Mt. Angel 
City Council Meeting Minutes 

                           

CITY COUNCIL                              May 2, 2016         7:00 PM                                  
 

The Mt. Angel City Council met in a regular session in the Community Meeting Room, 290 E. Charles 

Street, Mt. Angel, Oregon.  

1. CALL TO ORDER: The regular session of the City Council was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by 
Council President Grassman. 

 
2. FLAG SALUTE:  Council President Grassman led the salute to the flag.  
 
3. ROLL CALL: 

 
COUNCIL    STAFF  
Andrew Otte, Mayor   Eileen Stein, City Manager 
Kelly Grassman, Council President  Mike Healy, Police Chief 
Darren Beyer, Councilor                         Dan Bernt, Public Works Superintendent 
Karl Bischoff, Councilor    Chaunee Seifried, Finance Director 
Don Fleck, Councilor    Carrie Alexandria Caster, Library Director 
Pete Wall, Councilor               Justin Hogue, Assistant to the City Manager 

      Ray Eder, Councilor 
Kelly Grassman, Council President 

 

4.   PRESENTATIONS, GUESTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:    

Chamber of Commerce President Pete Wall presented Library Director Carrie Caster with a $1000 check 

for the library to be used for any community Library program.  Mr. Wall thanked Library Director Caster 

for her efforts to engage the community and bring new programs to the Library.  The Chamber of 

Commerce recognized those efforts and wanted to contribute to the continued development of the 

Library programs. 

 

5.   APPEARANCE OF INTERESTED CITIZENS:   

No citizens appeared before the Council. 

 

6.   REVIEW CORRESPONDENCE:   

 City Manager Stein reviewed the invitation for the Gallon House Bridge Celebration and asked the 

Councilors to save the date to celebrate the 100 anniversary of the bridge. 

 

7.   REVIEW WRITTEN STAFF REPORTS: 

Councilor Eder asked if the noise complaint had been addressed.  City Manager Stein passed out the 

week’s police log and explained that the referenced complaint is about street sweeping and garbage 
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collecting in the early morning hours in the downtown area.  She explained that while the Code says that 

the noise ordinance is in effect until 7 a.m., operationally it is difficult because after 7 a.m. there is a lot of 

traffic in the way of the equipment.  For many years, the City has operated in this fashion, taking care of 

the downtown streets before the morning traffic.  City Manager Stein said that she needs some direction 

from the Council, should she address the complaint by altering the operational procedures of the City or 

should she explore amending the Code.  The Council discussed the difficulty of running operations after 7 

a.m., recognizing that is would be difficult to fulfill the City’s responsibility to keep the streets clean.   

Councilor Bischoff reported that the garbage company had already changed the schedule in light of the 

complaint.  City Manager Stein said there are exceptions in the Code that already exist for various reasons. 

She said that adding these activities into the list of acceptable noise prior to 7 a.m. would be the most 

appropriate modification to the Code.  Councilor Grassman asked that the complainant be informed of 

the Council’s decision based upon operational considerations. 

 

Councilor Beyer asked about the reservoir overflow incident.   City Manager Stein stated that the Study 

House asked for reimbursement for the damages caused by the reservoir overflowing.   The telemetry 

system failed in the reservoir causing an overflow that was not discovered until it had inundated the 

building.   The City’s insurance has reimbursed for most of the damages, however the restoration company 

charges exceeded the amount that the insurance policy paid by $1,932.79.  The Study House is requesting 

the non-depreciated amount of the items that were not covered by the insurance.   Council President 

Grassman asked if there is money in the budget to cover it.  City Manager Stein said there is money in the 

budget for it and that it will be a goodwill gesture and would be appreciated.  The consensus of the 

majority of the Council was to pay up to $1000 for replacement costs.  Councilor Fleck asked for a report 

on the repairs.  Public Works Superintendent Dan Bernt reported that the affected systems have been 

repaired and that the backup system that also failed has been replaced by the City which should prevent 

any future problems. 

 

Councilor Fleck asked Chief of Police Mike Healy if the receiver was still working well after it had been 

moved.  Chief Healy reported that overall it has helped with the problem areas.  He explained that the area 

around the high school is still a bit of a problem and he is considering what might help in that situation, 

such as a repeater.  He explained that he believes the City is getting a good return on the investment in this 

system.     

 

8.   REVIEW ACCOUNTS PAYABLE:  

Councilor Fleck inquired about the payment to ABC Roofing, he asked if the $6,000 payment covered the 

cost of repair or just an evaluation of the roof.  City Manager Stein reported that ABC Roofing completed 

the repair on the City Hall roof.  The Finance Director’s office ceiling was also fixed, which will be a 

separate cost and will be reimbursed through the City’s insurance.  During the repair process, the roof and 

wall connection was exposed allowing an opportunity for the building’s structural integrity to be evaluated, 

which occurred.  It was discovered that the building walls were constructed with hollow clay tile which is a 

fragile material.  That means that the building is seismically unsound and will not withstand the seismic 

activity expected to be produced by the Cascadia Subduction Zone.   City Manager Stein said she expects 
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the final report will state that the building can be seismically retrofitted.  In the event of an earthquake, the 

exterior skin would shed off, however, the retrofit would create support for the building to remain 

standing.  She expects the cost to run between $300,000 and 400,000.  The assessor, to the best of her 

understanding, said that kind of retrofitting would only make sense if the City was doing a complete 

remodel of the building as interior supports need to be established.  Once the full written report is 

received she will forward the findings to the Council and the City Hall committee. 

 

Mayor Otte arrived at the regular Council meeting at 7:47 p.m. 

 

Councilor Fleck also asked about the charge to Oregon Sewer and Drain on page 47.  He wanted to know 

if that was to replace a lateral and the cost would be passed on or if it was incurred by the City to find what 

direction the sewers were going.   Public Works Superintendent Bernt said they were trying to locate the 

direction that the sewer was going at a certain point. 

 

Councilor Fleck asked about the payment to Vogue magazine.  Library Director Caster explained it was a 

Library subscription renewal.   

 

9.   CONSENT AGENDA:  

a. Approve City Council Regular Meeting Minutes for April 5, 2016 
b. Approve Liquor License Application for Touch of Bavaria. 

 
Councilor Beyer moved to approve the consent agenda; Councilor Bischoff seconded. 

 
Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
The motion passed unanimously.  

 
 
10. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

a.   Action Items discussed in Executive Session 
Councilor Beyer moved to approve a new three year collective bargaining agreement with Local 483 of 
the Laborer’s International Union of America from July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2019; Councilor Wall 
seconded. 

Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         ABSTAIN 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE  
Fleck:  AYE 
 
Mayor Otte abstained from voting as he was not able to attend the executive session and did not 
have knowledge of the details of the discussion. 
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The motion passed. 

 
11. NEW BUSINESS: 

a. Appointment of Interim City Manager and Approval of Contract for Recruitment of 

City Manager, Recruitment Timeline, and Position Profile. 

City Manager Stein thanked the Council for their support over the past 3 years and stated it had been a 
pleasure to serve the City of Mt. Angel.   She explained that in light of her resignation, the Mayor had 
suggested the appointment of Police Chief Mike Healy as Interim City Manager while the recruitment 
for a new City Manager is conducted.   

 
Mayor Otte asked Chief Healy if the language in the agreement was acceptable to him.  Chief Healy 
affirmed that it was. 

 
Councilor Beyer moved to approve the appointment of Chief of Police Mike Healy to the position of 
Interim City Manager for the period of May 20, 2016 until the first day of employment of the new City 
Manager; Councilor Bischoff seconded.   

 
Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
 

City Manager Stein introduced Mid-Willamette Valley Council of Governments Deputy Director, 
Jennie Messmer, to discuss the recruitment process.  Deputy Director Messmer said that she had the 
agreement available for the Council to approve if they wanted to move forward with the Mid-
Willamette Council of Governments conducting the recruitment process.  

Councilor Wall moved to approve an agreement with the Mid-Willamette Valley Council of 

Governments to conduct a recruitment process for the selection of a new Mt. Angel City Manager; 

Councilor Beyer seconded. 

 

Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Deputy Director Messmer explained the process she had in mind for the recruitment of the new City 
Manager.  She would like to update the previous information that was used in Mt. Angel’s previous 
recruitments.  She reviewed the timeline that she had in mind to conduct the process.  She also 
reviewed two options for the interview phase, one that includes telephone interviews and one that 
would not.   She wanted to see if the timeline was acceptable to the Council.   Mayor Otte felt that the 
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availability of staff was a key consideration.  Council President Grassman wondered if the timeline was 
too aggressive.  Deputy Director Messmer felt that she was able make it happen in this timeline.  She 
designed the timeline with the idea that the Council might like to fill the position by Oktoberfest.   
 
Deputy Director Messmer planned on posting the recruitment online tomorrow through the League of 
Oregon Cities.  She was also thinking about posting with the International City Manager’s Association 
(ICMA).  Councilor Grassman asked if that was necessary, she thought they were a bit expensive and 
did not yield enough candidates to make it worth the expense. 
 
Deputy Director Messmer wanted to request that the Council review some detail options and give her 
direction.  First, she wanted to be able to advertise dates for the process so the applicants could plan 
accordingly.   The Council agreed to the proposed dates.  The next item was the salary range.  After 
some discussion, the Council decided on a range of $75,000-85,000.  She also reviewed the City 
Manager Profile she had prepared with the Council.  Councilor Grassman wanted to make sure that the 
candidate understood that Oktoberfest was a separate entity from the City.   Councilor Bischoff asked 
to have the land use planning experience highlighted as a preferred quality.  He also discussed his desire 
for the person to have grant writing experience.  The Council approved the draft profile with the 
incorporation of the aforementioned suggestions.  
 
Deputy Director Messmer reviewed the draft brochure with the Council.  She will update the number 
of employees and City budget information.  The Council approved the brochure.  Councilor Grassman 
will post the brochure on Facebook with a link to the City website.  Councilor Eder asked when and 
who would be conducting the background check. Deputy Director Messmer said that she would be 
doing the background check and that last time the Police Department did the criminal record check.   
She said they would discuss the matter more as they moved closer to selecting a candidate.    
 
Councilor Grassman said that she felt she would like to highlight the fiscally conservative nature of the 
Council.  Councilor Wall said that he felt that might be better addressed in the interview and not in the 
brochure.  The Council concurred that it would be addressed in the interview.   Deputy Director 
Messmer said she will begin the process tomorrow.   She will need to meet with the Council again on 
June 13th at 7 p.m. in an executive session to review the applications.  After some deliberation, the 
Council decided that phone interviews would be beneficial.  Interviews will be conducted July 15-16, 
2016.  The Council decided not to advertise in ICMA.  Councilor Wall asked if the Council would be 
involved in developing the interview questions and have the opportunity to review them beforehand.   
Deputy Director Messmer stated that in order to meet the executive session rules, the Council will need 
to approve the City Manager profile and offer the opportunity for public comment on the profile.   
 
Councilor Bischoff moved to approve the recruitment timeline, recruitment ad, and brochure for the 
Mt. Angel City Manager; Councilor Grassman seconded. 
 

Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
The motion passed unanimously. 
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The Council discussed the need for public comment on the City Manager Profile.    City Manager Stein 
said that it would be appropriate to have it as an action item.  It can also be posted and on the website and 
Facebook soliciting public input. 

b. Bank Signature Authorization  

Councilor Grassman moved to approve the attached resolution designating authorized check signers 

within the Council body and the City staff effective May 21, 2016; Councilor Fleck seconded. 

 

Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
The motion passed. 

 

c. Recreational Vehicle Parking Exemption 

Chief Healy explained the citizen request in the packet for the Council to grant an exemption to the 

recreational vehicle (RV) ordinance.  The request was received on April 11th, after the regular Council 

meeting.  The requested starting date to park the RV for an extended period of time preceded the next 

Council meeting by several weeks. Chief Healy explained that this brought up an operational 

consideration if requests such as this one are received after a Council meeting. He suggested there 

might be a need for some administrative leeway in such situations.  

 

Councilor Beyer moved to approve a resolution adopting a temporary exemption to the recreational 

vehicle parking prohibition contained in the Mt. Angel Municipal Code 70.56 for the 100 block of 

Cleveland St. effective from passage through May 4, 2016; Councilor Eder seconded. 

 
Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            AYE 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
The motion passed. 

 

d. Mt. Angel Telephone Franchise Agreement  

Item moved to next meeting as it was not complete for the May 2, 2016 regular Council meeting.   

e. Approval of Façade Improvement Program Phase II Grants 

City Manager Stein explained that the City is still working with applicants.  Assistant to the City 

Manager Justin Hogue handed out a grant application for $9,000 from the Mt. Angel Chamber of 

Commerce to update the Glockenspiel.   The applicants desire to add a set of military themed figurines 

to be rotated with the current figurines in the Glockenspiel.  The Design Review Board recommended 

that $5,000 be awarded toward this project.  Council Bischoff asked if any of the applications have 
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been denied.  City Manager Stein said no applicant has been officially denied.  Councilor Eder asked 

how many had applied.   Assistant to the City Manager Hogue said that there were 6 applicants, 

however, not all of the applicants agreed with the recommendations of the Design Review Board.   

Pete Wall, speaking as the Chamber President and not as a member of the City Council, explained that 

there is additional fundraising happening for this project.  The Chamber has committed $9,000 to the 

project.   Mayor Otte said he would like to see the original statues back in the Glockenspiel by 

Oktoberfest.  Chamber President Wall said that the plan is to change the statues out during the year 

for various events and to have the alternate statues displayed in local businesses when they are not in 

use in the Glockenspiel.    

 

Councilor Grassman to approve a façade improvement grant application in the amount of $5,000 to 

the Mt. Angel Chamber of Commerce; Councilor Eder seconded.  

 

Beyer:  AYE     Otte:         AYE 
Bischoff: AYE     Grassman:       AYE 
Eder:  AYE     Wall:            ABSTAIN 
Fleck:  AYE 
 
Councilor Wall abstained as he is a member of the Chamber of Commerce, which is the 
organization that would receive the grant.   
 
The motion passed. 

 
12. CITY MANAGER’S REPORT: 
City Manager Stein said that she has received a quote for the Senior Center roof repair.   The quotes came 
in at $21,000-24,000.   She recommended the $400 patch option as she believes the other roof repair 
assumed the $400 fix.  There is leaking in the food pantry currently that needs to be addressed 
immediately.    
 
City Manager Stein commented on the street lighting fee from the Budget committee meeting.   She 
received some feedback from the City Manager list serve as to whether to assess the fees to residential 
units (ERUs) or utility accounts; the results were about 50/50.   She suggested that the Council think 
about it as they consider the master fee resolution.   
 
Mt. Angel had applied for a national grant competition entitled Small Business Revolution.  Silverton 
ended up being a finalist.  There were only two cities chosen among several thousand.   
 
13. COUNCILOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Councilor Beyer thanked Eileen Stein for her service to the City of Mt. Angel as City Manager. 
 
14. MAYOR’S REPORT: 
The Mayor echoed the sentiment.  The Mayor had no other items to report. 
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